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Fr. Shawn McKnight has 
been appointed as the new 
director of the USCCB Se-
cretariat for Clergy, Conse-
crated Life and Vocations. 
&ÒȢ -Ã+ÎÉÇÈÔȭÓ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔ 
to lead CCLV is of particular 
interest to NADD because of 
his work with the diacon-
ate. 

While at PCJ he partici-
pated in several initial 
planning meetings with Deacon Mi-
chael Ross (PCJ academic dean), Dea-
con Jim Keating (then faculty at PCJ), 
Deacon Dan Peterson, Deacon Greg 
Urban, Deacon Frank Iannarino and 
Joe Michalak which led to creation of 
ÔÈÅ .Å× $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓȭ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȢ !Ó Á ÒÅȤ
sult of those discussions, Fr. McKnight 
has given a foundational session about 
the theology of forming candidates at 
NDI sessions in 2007 and 2009.          

Fr. McKnight was ordained a priest for 

the Diocese of Wichita in 
1994. He holds an under-
graduate degree in bio-
chemistry from the Uni-
versity of Dallas, two mas-
ÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÎȤ
tifical College Josephinum 
in Columbus, Ohio, and li-
centiate and doctoral de-
grees in theology from the 
Pontifical Athenaeum of St. 
Anselm in Rome. His 2001 
doctoral dissertation is en-

ÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÁÔÉÎ 2ÉÔÅ $ÅÁÃÏÎȡ 3ÙÍÂÏÌ 
of Communitas and Social Intermedi-
ÁÒÙ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢȱ 

Fr. McKnight taught graduate studies 
at the Pontifical College Josephinum 
from 2003 to 2008 and currently 
serves on the faculty of the St. Meinrad 
Permanent Deacon Formation Pro-
gram. 

NADD congratulates Fr. McKnight and 
wishes him success with his new     
responsibilities. 

A tour of the Pontifical College 
Josephinum on September 22 by His 
Eminence Peter Cardinal Kodwo 
Appiah Turkson, Metropolitan 
Archbishop of Cape Coast, resulted in 
an introduction and visit to the NADD 
office. Cardinal Turkson spoke 
knowledgeably about the diaconate 
and asked several questions about  

   Rev. F. Shawn McKnight 

Cardinal Turkson visits NADD as part of PCJ tour  

Cardinal Turkson is the third and 
current archbishop of Cape Coast. He 
attended seminaries in Amisano and 
Pedu before attending St. Anthony-on
-Hudson in Rensselaer, New York 
where he obtained a bachelors 
degree in theology. He was ordained 
a priest in 1975. 
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NADD CALENDAR  

Nov. 26, 27  

Thanksgiving 

NADD off ice closed 

 

December 24, 25  

Christmas. NADD office 

closed 

 

January 1st  

NADD off ice closed. 

 

March 31-Apri l  2  

Easter  

NADD off ice closed. 

 

Apri l  13 - 19  

NADD Convention in       

Spokane, Washington  
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Cardinal Turkson earned a licentiate in Sa-
cred Scripture in 1980 and a doctorate in sa-
cred scripture in 1992. He was one of the car-
dinal electors who participated in the 2005 
papal enclave which selected Pope Benedict 
XVI. He serves a member of the Congregation 
for the Evangelization of Peoples, the Congre-
gation for Divine Worship and the Discipline 
of the Sacraments, the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity, the Pontifical 
Council for Justice and Peace, and the Pontifi-
cal Commission for the Cultural Heritage of 
the Church. Cardinal Turkson is also an ac-
complished linguist polyglot who is able to 
speak English, Fante, French, German, Italian 
and Hebrew in addition to understanding 
Latin and Greek. 

The National Association of African American 
Catholic Deacons (NAAACD) is working on a 
project to identify and locate Catholic dea-
cons who are of African descent.  

 

Directors are asked to assist in this task by 
providing names and addresses to Deacon   
Alfred Mitchell, Secretary of NAAACD, at   
dcnalfred875@bellsouth.net 

NAAACD responds to the particular needs of 
the African American Diaconate as a national 
voice and source of support for unity among 
its membership. It encourages the spiritual 
and professional growth of African-American 
deacons and their families; it promotes justice, 
peace, equality, an end to racism, and opportu-
nities for ordained African-American male 
leadership in the Church; and it further seeks 
to develop effective solutions to problems re-
lating to the family, ministry and pastoral 
needs of African-American deacons. 

NAAACD grew out of a 1992 meeting of the 
National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus during 
discussion of issues relevant to the African-
American deacon community. The organiza-
tion was chartered in 1993 and incorporated 
in the State of Illinois in 1994. Its current 
president is Deacon Paul Richardson who can 
be contacted at deaconpaul77@aol.com 

PCJ Professor available to 
teach Philosophy classes 

Cardinal Turkson visits NADD 
ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 0#* ÔÏÕÒ ȢȢȢÃÏÎÔȭÄȢ 

Deacon Tom Dubois had the pleasure of being intro-
ŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊ /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ ¢ǳǊƪǎƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƭŀǘŜΩǎ 
tour of the Pontifical College Josephinum.  

NAAACD seeks to iden-
tify and locate African -
American deacons  

Assistant PCJ Professor of Philosophy, Douglas 
C. Fortner, Ph.D., announces his availability as 
a resource to teach philosophy in your diocese. 

For the past three years, Dr. Fortner has taught 
at the Pontifical College Josephinum as part of 
the deacon inquiry program for the Columbus 
Diocese. The courses taught are PHIL 110D: 
Introduction to Philosophy and PHIL 318D: 
Philosophy of God. 

For questions about course content or to con-
tact Dr. Fortner, please call 614-985-2208, or 
email: dfortner@pcj.edu 

mailto:dcnalfred875@bellsouth.net
mailto:deaconpaul77@aol.com
mailto:dfortner@pcj.edu


N A DD NEWS  -   Oc t obe r  20 0 9  Page 3 

   

                                 

  

 

The NADD Board of Directors conducted its Fall meeting in Columbus at the Pontifical College Josephinum on Septem-
ber 17 and 18. The board reviewed current Association business, committee reports, and plans for the NADD 2010 
Convention to be held in Spokane.  

NFPC is now organizer of Extraordinary Pastoring 
( 517.2) Conference; Event location shifts to California  
Rev. Richard Vega, president of the National 
Federation of Priests Councils (NFPC), an-
nounces that NFPC is now the organizer of the 
Extraordinary Pastoring (Canon 517.2) Con-
ÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȢ  2ÅÃÅÎÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔȭÓ 
former organizer, the National Pastoral Life 
Center (NPLC), prompted the leadership tran-
ÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȭÓ ÖÉÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ 
that the conference could occur on the origi-
nal January dates and for the same price as 
previously advertised. 

0ÒÏÍÐÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÏÓÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ #ÅÎȤ
ter in Detroit and related economic concerns, 
the 517.2 conference was moved to the Mercy 
Center in Burlingame, California ɀ just three 
miles from the San Francisco airport. NFPC  

and NPLC are in the process of transitioning 
conference materials to the NFPC website so 
that registrations can begin. 

The conference will deal with the universal 
concerns of all PLCs. There are plans to de-
velop small discussion groups among confer-
ence attendees; one group will form to address 
concerns specific to deacons. 

NPFC took the role of conference organizer be-
ÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔ ÓÅÅÓ ȰÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÕÎÄÅÒ #ÁÎÏÎ υρχȢς 
as essential leadership and partners with the 
clergy that NFPC serves. The more collabora-
tion and communication among clergy in their 
various roles in the parish today and in the fu-
ture with those serving under Canon 517.2, the 
better the outcome for the Church in the U.S. as 
Á ×ÈÏÌÅȢȱ 

NADD Board Convenes for Fall Meeting 


