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Can. 1044 Terminology

Can. 1044 § 1 Irregularities ɀ6

Can. 1044 § 2 Impediments - 2

Irregularities& Impediments 

for the Exercise of Orders

Irregularities & Impediments 

for the Exercise of Orders



CIC Book IV, De EcclesiaeMunere

Sanctificandi, and the fundamental nature of 

the sacrament of Orders for the Church s life



This context 
grounds the 
necessity of moral 
certitude 
concerning the 
fitness of clerics for 
sacred orders



Impediments - If 
affected by, prevented 
from receiving

Perpetual (c. 1041)

Simple (c. 1042)

Irregularities

1.For the reception of 
orders

2. For the exercise of 
orders (c. 1044 § 1 & 
c. 1044 § 2)



Strict Interpretation: 
Canon 18

Distinguish

Establish penalty

Restrict the free 
exercise of rights

Contain an exception 
from law

1. Irregularity

3. Delict, Penalty

2. Sins



Ϋȍ ÕÎÌÁ×ÆÕÌ ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ

άȍ ÄÅÌÉÃÔ ÏÆ ÁÐÏÓÔÁÓÙȟ ÈÅÒÅÓÙȟ ÓÃÈÉÓÍ ɉÉÆ ÐÕÂÌÉÃɊ

έȍ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȡ ÉÍÐÅÄÅÄ ÂÙ ligamen, 
sacred orders, public perpetual vow of 
chastity or with one so bound

ήȍ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÁÒÙ ÈÏÍÉÃÉÄÅȟ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄ ÁÂÏÒÔÉÏÎȟ 
positive cooperators



5ę if mutilate self or other; attempted suicide

ΰȍ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ ÁÎ ÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÏÒÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ 
lacking the order required or 
prohibited from its exercise by 
penalty



Ϋȍ )ÍÐÅÄÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅȟ ÉÆ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÏÒÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ 
impeded -ÃÁÎÏÎ ΫΪήάȟ Ϋȍ -έȍ

άȍ /ÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÎÓÁÎÉÔÙ ÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
psychological infirmity ɀÃÁÎÏÎ ΫΪήΫȟ Ϋȍ

What disorders and who determines?



1 Context

2 Public or Occult

3 Dispensation reserved to the Apostolic See

ÅBrought to the judicial forum

ÅFrom irregularity incurred by publicly 
attempting marriage

ÅFrom public or occult irregularity incurred by 
voluntary homicide, procured abortion and 
positive cooperation in either 



4 Ordinary can dispense from irregularities and 
impediments not reserved to the Holy See

5 Conditions and actions

6 Hierarchical recourse




